Kirksville, Missouri Community Guide

To explore our resources for business visit our website
www.kirksvillechamber.com. Here you can find a variety
of information from a searchable list of local business
members to how to become a member. If you have any
questions call our office at (660) 665-3766 and schedule a
visit or stop by our office at 304 S. Franklin at your
The local Chamber of Commerce is often the first stop
when researching a new community. Here at the Kirksville convenience.
Area Chamber of Commerce one of the most important
Whether you’re here short term (as a student or working a
things we do is connect people to resources. We enjoy
temporary job) or you’ve made a long term move for
learning more about newcomers and how we can help
employment or retirement, we want to help you make as
them get settled into their new location. Here are a few
many connections in the community as possible. Feeling
important topics you can learn more about at the Chamber: good about where you live is important and the better
 Local housing, realtors, and rentals
connected and involved you are, the more you’ll feel at
 Employment opportunities
home. Let us help you make Kirksville your home, and
 Area churches
discover all the things that make it a great place to work,
 Health care providers
live, and play.
 Public and private schools and educational
opportunities for adults
Clubs and organizations
The Chamber is a business membership organization. The
mission of the Kirksville Area Chamber of Commerce is to
assume a leadership role in advancing overall business,
cultural, and civic welfare of the Kirksville area.
We work to support our member businesses and the
community through:
 Business promotion
 Business education
 Networking opportunities
 Community events
 Advocacy
 Ribbon cuttings for new businesses
If you’ve been active in a Chamber of Commerce in
another location we could benefit from your experience
and we’d love to visit with you about that in person. You
can also share your experiences and expertise with us by
volunteering to serve on one of these committees:
 Governmental Affairs
 Merchant$ Committee
 Community and Economic Development
 Chamber Ambassadors
 Kirksville Young Professionals
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Welcome to Kirksville. We are calling this publication the Kirksville Compass. Just as a compass is an instrument
for showing direction, we hope this guide is a helpful resource for you. Our goal is to give you all the information
you need to make Kirksville your new home.
We have included information on everything from where to go to get your utilities turned on, to where to rent a
kayak or where to attend a free concert. Whether you are moving to Kirksville to open or expand a business,
change your career, start your education, raise a family or begin retirement, we welcome you. If you need additional
information, please call our office at (660) 665-3766 or stop by, we’re located at 304 S. Franklin Street.
Sincerely,

Sandra Williams
Chamber Director

Debi Boughton
Tourism Director

Kelly Jones
Chamber Services Coordinator

Mariann Larkin
Tourism Group Sales Manager
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Adair County Courthouse 1910

Kirksville was established in 1841 when the boundaries of Adair
County were set. Three commissioners surveying the land stopped
at Jesse Kirk’s house and Mrs. Kirk served them a turkey dinner.
Kirksville was named after the Kirks. Adair County carries the
name of the Honorable John Adair of Kentucky. Many pioneers
moved to Missouri from Kentucky. John Adair served in the
Revolutionary War and later became Governor of Kentucky from
1820-1824, and also served as a Congressman from 1831-1833.
Since its inception, education has been fundamental to
Kirksville. In 1843, the County Court allowed the Courthouse to
be used as a school building. In 1867, Joseph Baldwin established
the first Normal School (a teacher’s college) in Missouri. The
Normal School grew to become what is now Truman State
University. Truman has a longstanding reputation for providing an
exceptionally high-quality education paired with an outstanding
return on investment. As a result, Truman is consistently ranked
among the nation’s best colleges and universities. In 1892,
Andrew Taylor Still established the first Osteopathic School in the
world. Now, the Kirksville campus of A.T. Still University has the
Kirksville College of Osteopathic Medicine, the Missouri School
of Dentistry and Oral Health, and the College of Graduate Health
Studies. Education has always been a pillar of economic stability
in Kirksville.
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Adair County Courthouse Current

Agriculture and ag-related industries have been part of our economy from the
beginning. From raising livestock to row-crop farming, agriculture has played
an essential role. As early as 1883, there were poultry businesses and creameries
in town. In 1885, the first meatpacking plant, Burk Brothers Meat Packing, was
established. Today, Kraft-Heinz produces lunch meat for the Oscar Meyer label
and has 900 employees. Westerns Smokehouse has grown from a butcher shop
to a manufacturing plant with over 100 employees.

Adair County Post Office 1915

Adair County City Hall Current

The citizens of Kirksville have always strived to promote civic, industrial and
commercial interests. The Chamber of Commerce was chartered in 1915 with
the mission to light the streets, promote public improvements, and to improve
living conditions. The people of Kirksville still strive to improve the
community. An airport with commercial air service has existed for more than
half a century. Passenger rail service has been maintained with Amtrak stopping
at the La Plata station. A four lane highway was built with a partnership between
Kirksville and Missouri Dept. of Transportation in 2003. City parks, trails, and
lakes have been built and enjoyed.
Kirksville’s history, like Kirksville’s present, is the result of dedicated citizens
that work to make Kirksville a wonderful place to live.
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Population (2018)
Adair County
Kirksville
Source: U.S. Census

Persons in Poverty
25,377
17,566

Percent Population by Age (2018)
Under 18
19-64
65 and over
Source: U.S. Census

16.5%
71.2%
12.3%

Adair County Average Wages

$32,508

Source: Missouri Economic Research and Information
Center (MERIC)

Average Hourly Wage

$15.63

Source: MERIC

Unemployment Rate 2019

3.9%

Source: MERIC

Ethnic Composition (2018)
Caucasian
Asian
African – American
Hispanic or Latino
Source: U.S. Census

25.6%

Source: U.S. Census

89.8%
3.6%
3.5%
2.7%

Education (2018)
High school graduate or higher
Bachelor's degree or higher
Source: U.S. Census

92.3%
32.8%

Annual Income (2013-2017)
Median Household Income
Adair County
Kirksville
Source: U.S. Census

$38,750
$27,667

Per Capita Income (2013-2017)
Adair County
Kirksville
Source: U.S. Census

$21,778
$17,771

C o s t of L i vi n g
Missouri has the fourth lowest cost of living. MERIC derives the cost of living index for each state by averaging the
indices of participating cities and metropolitan areas in the state. Missouri’s 2018 cost of living index was 87.1, the
U.S. average is 100.
Source: MERIC


Quality real estate includes a variety of housing options from single family homes, duplexes, condos,
and assisted living facilities



Low property taxes



Affordable land



Inexpensive entertainment including free concerts and free movies in the park



Museums and galleries that accept donations but do not charge an entry fee



Numerous shopping and restaurant discounts for seniors, students, and veterans
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Water & Sewer Services

Electric Services

Stop by City Hall, located at 201 South Franklin Street, for
water and sewer service with the City of Kirksville. A
water/sewer deposit is required and you will need to bring
appropriate proof of identification. You may also sign up
to pay your utility bill online. City Hall is open Monday
through Friday, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. Call (660) 627-1251
for more information. New residents outside of city limits
need to contact the Adair Co. Public Water Supply, located
at 1120 North Green Street, or call (660) 665-4280.

Electric service is provided by Ameren Missouri. Contact
them at (800) 552-7583. Visit www.ameren.com for more
information. Residents in the County may be served by
Ameren MO or Tri-County Electric. For more information
about Tri-County Electric, please call (660) 457-3733, or
visit www.tricountyelectric.org/.

Trash & Recycling Services
When you sign up for water and sewer service within the
city, you are automatically signed up for trash. You may
also inquire about recycling trash cans as well. Senior
Discounts are available for citizens 65+. County residents
can contact Advanced Disposal at (800) 778-7652 for rural
service. They are open Monday through Friday, 8:00 am
to 5:00 pm and Saturday 8:00 am to 12:00 pm.

Glass Recycling Services
Glass items can be recycled as a free service within the
City of Kirksville through Advanced Disposal. There is
also a drop off location at Community Opportunities
Sheltered Workshop located at 1001 South Osteopathy.
For more information contact City Hall at (660) 627-1251.

Gas Service
Natural gas services are provided by Liberty Utilities.
Contact them at (855) 872-3242 and schedule a time to
start your service. Visit www.libertyutilities.com for more
information.

Propane Services
There are various propane services available whether you
live in Kirksville city limits or reside in surrounding rural
areas. Contact these providers to gather more information
on the services provided:
Ferrellgas: (660) 665-7089
MFA Oil: (660) 665-3816
Pinnacle Propane: (660) 665-4691

License Bureau
In Missouri, you have 30 days after establishing residency
to obtain a valid Missouri Driver’s License. You will need
to show proof of lawful presence, proof of identity, and
proof of residency. The License Bureau is located at
112 East Washington Street. You can contact them at
(660) 665-0292. Office hours are Monday through Friday
from 8:00 am to 11:30 am and 12:30 pm to 5:00 pm.

Telephone/Internet/Television Services
Kirksville City Limits
Sparklight: (660) 665-7066
Authorized Local Dish Network Dealer: (660) 627-1660
AT&T: (866) 654-8235
Rural Northeast Missouri
NEMR Telecom: (660) 874-4111
Mark Twain Rural Telephone: (660) 423-5211
Authorized Local Dish Network Dealer: (660) 627-1660
AT&T: (866) 654-8235

Local Media
Local Radio
KIRX (Oldies): 1450 AM
KTRM (Truman State University Radio): 88.7 FM
KTUF (Country): 93.7 FM
KRXL (Classic Rock): 94.5 FM
KZBK (A dult Contemporary): 96.9 FM
KRES (Country): 104.7 FM
KLTE (Religious): 107.9 FM
Local News
Kirksville Daily Express (Paper/Crier): (660) 665-2808
KTVO Television: Channel 3, (660) 627-3333
KYOU Television: Channel 15, (641) 684-5415

NEED HELP WITH
YOUR BUSINESS?
C O M E S E E U S TO DAY
Economic Development Alliance
315 S. Franklin St.
Kirksville, MO 63501
660-665-2003 or 660-665-3348

OUR SERVICES


Co-working Space



Marketing Ideas



Financial Projections



Business Plans



Business Counseling

Kirksville, Missouri, is a business friendly community.
Kirksville Regional Economic Development, Inc. (K-REDI)
exists to help our current industries grow and prosper. Our
Small Business Development Center (SBDC) assists those
who want to start a business. And our innovation center,
Missouri Rural Enterprise, and Innovation Center, can assist
citizens with their technology ideas and concepts.
The three main pillars of our community include
agriculture, education, and healthcare. We also have a
manufacturing base which includes a state of the art Kraft
Heinz facility (sole producer of bologna in North America).
Other manufacturers include; Hollister, Inc., which is a
medical device manufacturer, Cenveo, a printer of
commercial envelopes, Hartzell Hardwoods, a leading
producer of fine walnut and other hardwood lumber, and
Wireco Worldgroup, a global manufacturer of mission
critical products.

Mark Twain Behavioral Health; plus Chariton Valley
Association and the Adair SB40 board to assist those with
developmentally different abilities.

Finally, simply by looking at the landscape, you would see
we have agricultural roots. Small family farms make up
98% of the farms in Adair County. These farms are engaged
Our educational opportunities are bountiful! A child can
in cattle farming and row cropping, including corn and
start in pre-kindergarten and complete a doctoral degree
soybeans. We have a strong farmer’s market as well as a
without leaving town! The Kirksville R-3 School district has blueberry farm, honey farm, orchards, and wineries.
been accredited with distinction each year. Kirksville
The newest addition to our county is a 175 turbine wind
annually beats the states graduation average. They have
farm. This wind farm will be owned by Ameren Missouri
Project Lead the Way classes, two robotics teams, AP and
and provide 400 MW of clean energy to both the area and
dual credit class offerings, and lots of extra-curricular
the state.
activities. Additionally, they have a Technical Center which
Want to start a business? Come and speak with our small
offers adult classes in nursing and other areas.
business counselor. We assist individuals who want to start
After graduation from high school, a student can earn a
retail, service, food, manufacturing, and a host of other
degree at Moberly Area Community College (MACC) or
businesses. We help with taking your initial idea through a
Truman State University. MACC offers associate of arts and
business plan, marketing ideas, and financial projections.
associate of science degrees in a variety of fields. Truman
The SBDC does it all. Visit www.mreic.org for more
State is the premier liberal arts and sciences university in the
information.
state with strong health, sciences, and liberal studies
And if you have a technology idea and do not know where
programs.
to go with it—give us a call. We can give advice on
Finally, a student can enter A.T. Still University and earn a
intellectual property protection and commercialization. Plus,
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine, Doctor of Dental Medicine
we have incubator/co-working space, Square 1, the perfect
or EdD. So, from being a practicing medical doctor to a
place to network with other entrepreneurs, get help, and get
practicing dentist, to a health educator/administrator,
the job done!
Kirksville can meet your needs!
By having a medical university, we are a natural fit for
healthcare. Northeast Regional Medical Center is a fully
staffed trauma and wound care hospital with several
specialty areas on staff. In addition, we have Northeast
Missouri Health Council, a federally qualified health center
that provides a variety of clinics to citizens, including
veterans, in a multi-county area. They offer a sliding fee
scale for those with limited income. Also headquartered in
Kirksville is Preferred Family Healthcare which offers
substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling for
adults and teens. Several other health agencies exist such as
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Fish in Forest Lake, Hazel Creek Lake, and Spur
Pond.



Hunt throughout the area.



Hike in numerous Conservation Areas and
Thousand Hills State Park.



Participate in activities at the Adair County
YMCA.



Peddle on bike paths throughout the city.



Canoe, kayak, paddleboat, or swim at Thousand
Hills State Park.



Play golf at the Kirksville Country Club.



Dance with the NEMO Country Dance Club or
take adult classes at The Dance Studio.



Join a bowling league at Leisure World.



Get in touch with your green thumb by joining the
Kirksville Area Master Gardeners.



Enjoy wading pools, disk golf, ball fields, picnic
shelters in Kirksville’s eight City Parks,
www.kirksvillecity.com/parksandrec.



Run or stroll in 5K races and charity walks.



McKinney Dog Park offers play space for large and small dogs.



Pet-friendly hotels.



Multiple veterinary clinics and grooming establishments.



Pet food and supplies may be purchased from a number of retailers.



Field of Dreams Rescue and Adair County Humane Society are always looking for loving forever homes for
furry friends as well as volunteers.
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Northeast Regional Medical Center is a community healthcar e pr ovider ; a 93-bed facility with a Level III
trauma center and Certified Chest Pain Center, and employs 517 healthcare professionals. NRMC serves the
community and partners with other healthcare entities in the area. The hospital is located at 315 S. Osteopathy Ave.
or can be contacted at (660) 785-1000.



Northeast Missouri Health Council is a Feder ally Qualified Health Center that offer s a var iety of ser vices in

its seven clinics throughout Kirksville: Pediatrics, Dental, Family, Behavioral, Diabetes and Nutrition, OB/Gyn, and
the Veterans Clinic. NMHC accepts private insurance, Medicare, Medicaid, Missouri Care, MO Healthnet, and
offers services on a sliding fee scale.


Complete Family Medicine (Urgent Care) is a ser vice of Hannibal Regional. CFM pr ovider s offer a wide
range of services, including Urgent Care, open 365 days a year. Other services include Family Medicine, Internal
Medicine, Weight Loss, NMM/OMM, and the Rural Health Clinic. Urgent Care is located at 1611 S. Baltimore St.
or can be contacted at (660) 665-7575.



Adair County Health Department pr omotes health and wellness and pr otects the public fr om disease thr ough
health education and professional, client centered services. Services include immunizations & flu vaccines, health

screenings for TB, blood sugar and STD’s, physicals, low-cost lab services, environmental safety services, the
printing of Missouri Birth and Death Certificates, WIC vouchers, and home health services.


Northeast Therapy Services offer s a team of dedicated occupational and physical ther apists specializing in a
variety of in-patient and out-patient services.



Several home and health care services and
pharmacies.



The Pines Nursing Home and Manor Care
Nursing Home.



Kirksville Aquatic Center.



Multiple affordable exercise facilities.



Yoga classes.
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Kirksville R-III Public School District
www.kirksville.k12.mo.us/
Mary Immaculate Catholic School
www.miparish.org
Faith Lutheran School
www.faithlutheranschoolkv.org



Life Church School
www.lifechurchkv.com
A.T. Still University
www.atsu.edu
ATSU Kirksville College of Osteopathic Medicine
ATSU Missouri School of Dentistry and Oral Health
ATSU College of Graduate Health Studies
Truman State University
www.truman.edu











Moberly Area Community College
www.macc.edu
Kirksville Area Home School Association
www.kirksvilleareahomeschool.wordpress.com
Learn the tricks of the trade for home brewing beer
with the Kirksville Guild of Brewers.
Take up quilting with the Hands of Friendship Quilt
Guild and quilt workshops at the Kirksville Arts
Association.
Weave a basket at a Weekend of Weaving.
Join the Tuesday night “Purls of Wisdom” knitting
group at the Adair County Library.
Dye a scarf or paint a picture at Gallery 104.
Learn to play the Ukulele at the Adair Public
Library.
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Attend services at any of our nearly 50 places of worship.
www.visitkirksville.com/worship-reflection/



Join organizations of service such as Rotary, Kiwanis, Quota, Kirksville Women of Today, Lions, or
Optimist Club.



Participate in the Community Easter Week Prayer Breakfasts.



Volunteer in the community with Habitat for Humanity, United Way agencies, and other organizations.
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Listen to wonderful music at Round Barn Blues
and the Sally Mountain Bluegrass Festival.



Enjoy championship-level athletic performances
by student athletes of Truman State University and 
the Kirksville School District.



Admire works of art at the Red Barn Arts and
Craft Festival.



Take a trip through time to Scotland at the annual
Highland Games.



Sample a variety of barbeque at the North Star
BBQ Championship.



Find your roots at the annual Community Roots
Festival.





Shop for local produce every Saturday, May
through October, at the Kirksville Kiwanis
Farmer’s Market.
Ride the Ferris Wheel at the NEMO Fair. The
Fair offers carnival rides, agricultural displays, a
rodeo, and well-known musicians in concert in the
grandstand.



Discover perfect collectibles at the Midwest
Antique Fest and Flea Market.



Taste a variety of foods at the many restaurants in
Kirksville. For a whole list of dining
establishments go to:
www.visitkirksville.com/eat/.

Participate in beginner art classes by the
Kirksville Arts Association.



Enjoy free music at the Summer on the Square
Concert Series.



Attend cultural performances presented by the
Kohlenberg Lyceum Series.





Listen to or participate in concerts by community
chorus, orchestra, or band.

Create a masterpiece at Jackson Stables at their
Wine & Paint Nights, Gallery 104 classes,
Maxwell’s Restaurant and Bar, Fort Chariton,
and Parks and Recreation Paint the Ville classes.



Star in or enjoy theatre productions by Curtain
Call Theatre or Kirksville Parks and Recreation.



Explore local history and culture at Ruth Towne
Museum, Adair County Historical Society, and
the Museum of Osteopathic Medicine.



Peruse art galleries at the Kirksville Arts Center,
Truman State University, and Gallery 104.



Connect to St. Louis with daily, affordable flights by Cape Air to St. Louis Lambert International Airport.



Take the Amtrak to Chicago or Kansas City and beyond.



Hop on a Greyhound bus to Iowa or Springfield, MO.



Travel on safe, 4-lane highways.



Forget the long commute! Kirksville has short drive times, averaging 15 minutes.



Get around town affordably on the Kirk-Tran, a city operated bus.



Take advantage of our taxi services, shuttle services, and limo services.



Ride the OATS Bus.



Stroll on the sidewalks and bike lanes. Kirksville is pedestrian and bicycle friendly.



Rent a car from the local Enterprise Car Rental.

13
14

For more information about Kirksville:

Recreation:

City of Kirksville
(660) 627-1225
www.kirksvillecity.com/new-resident
Kirksville Area Chamber of Commerce
(660) 665-3766
www.kirksvillechamber.com/new-resident-info/
Kirksville Tourism
(660) 665-3766
www.visitkirksville.com

Adair County Public Library
(660) 665-6038
www.youseemore.com/adaircpl/
Kirksville Park and Recreation
(660) 627-1485
www.kirksvillecity.com/parksandrec
Kirksville Country Club
(660) 665-5335
www.kirksvillecountryclub.com
Missouri Department of Conservation-NE Office
(660) 785-2420
www.mdc.mo.gov/
Thousand Hills State Park
(660) 665– 6995 - Park office
(660) 665-3712 - Marina
www.thousandhillskirksville.com

Missouri Job Center
(660) 785-2400
jobs.mo.gov

Food, Fun, and Festivals & Arts and Culture:
Kirksville Arts Association
(660) 665-0550
www.kirksvillearts.org
Curtain Call Theatre
www.curtaincalltheatre.org
Kohlenberg Lyceum Series
www.lyceum.truman.edu
NEMO Fair Association
(660) 665-8800
www.nemofair.net

History:
Adair County Historical Society Museum
(660) 665-6502
www.adairchs.org
The Museum of Osteopathic Medicine
(660) 626-2359
www.atsu.edu/museum-of-ostepathic-medicine/

Health Care and Healthy Living:

Other Important Numbers

Northeast Regional Medical Center
(660) 785-1000
www.nermc.com
Complete Family Medicine
(660) 665-7575
www.cfmcares.com
Northeast Missouri Health Council
(660) 627-5757
www.nemohealthcouncil.com

Adair County Emergency Communications:
Emergency: 911
Non-emergencies: (660) 665-6521
Kirksville Police Department: (660) 785-6945
Kirksville Fire Department: (660) 665-3734
Adair County Sheriff’s Office: (660) 665-4644
Northeast Regional Medical Center: (660) 785-1000
Urgent Care: (660) 665-7575
Adair County Health Department: (660) 665-8491
Adair County Courthouse: (660) 665-2283
Social Security Office: (888) 386-2705
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Stay. Eat. Discover. Enjoy.

304 S. Franklin St., Kirksville, MO

660-665-3766 info@visitkirksville.com

